Why non-decomposable waste is being poorly managed in high-mountain regions of nowadays Azerbaijan, and what are the ways to solve the problem.
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Abstract

Origins to many rivers, habitats to many species of birds and mammals, highlands of Azerbaijan  play important role in environmental health and safety of many lower regions of the country. Mountains cover 40% of the territory of Azerbaijan. Because of the rich and diverse nature of highlands many national parks and reserves are situated here. Landscapes here are still virgin, but some places are already spoiled by illegal dumpsites and other waste products of civilization. 

Expeditions of Azerbaijan tourists to the highlands of Azerbaijan have noticed dumps, plastic waste on pastures, plastic bags and bottles thrown into rivers. Settlements are usually located on riversides, and therefore community waste not only spoils landscapes, but contaminates rivers, bringing numerous diseases to the lower regions. Non-decomposable waste is becoming a serious environmental threat for these genuine and barely reachable regions of Azerbaijan.

Being an integral part of the countrywide environmental protection process, preservation of genuine nature of highland regions calls for research and immediate actions towards improving the situation.

Comparatively little research exists on waste management of rural Azerbaijan. Fulfilling information gap, this research was carried out in highland villages of Azerbaijan to find the reasons for poor management of non-decomposable waste, and reveal problems faced by local population in regard to solid waste management. It helped understand environmental behaviour of local and visiting population in respect to non-decomposable waste, and propose actions and strategies to solve the problem.
Introduction
Recent studies have revealed that the Earth’s ecosystems and renewable natural resources have declined by over 30% over the past 30 years and while the demands on them have increased by 50%. Developing countries are expected to be the most vulnerable to the impact of global climate change, although their current contribution to the problem is small.
As a result of developments in medicine and agricultural productivity, twentieth century market unprecedented pace of industrialization and population growth worldwide. As the population was growing so did the concern about the ability of population to continue exploiting natural resources at the pace is used to without their deterioration.
Since Bretton Woods Institutions were created after World War II the issue of development grew into major global concern. But while early “development” of XX century was focused basically on it’s economic component and the development of infrastructure, it was later recognized that there is more to the development than simply improving economic wellbeing. In 1980s environmental protection and management as a new dimension of development gained equal importance as economic development and monetary stability. 1992 Rio Summit established sustainable development as the guiding vision for both industrialized and developing countries. 

The 1987 Brundtland Report defined sustainable development as “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. 

The sustainable development debate is based on the assumption that societies need to manage three types of capital (economic, social, and environmental), which may be non-substitutable and whose consumption might be irreversible (Dyllick, T. & Hockerts, K. 2002). Daly (1991), for example, points to the fact that natural capital can not necessarily be substituted by economic capital. While it is possible that we can find ways to replace some natural resources, it is much more unlikely that they will ever be able to replace eco-system services, such as the protection provided by the ozone layer, or the climate stabilizing function of the Amazonian forest. Hence, the concept of sustainable development is shaped by all three dimensions, which are complementary. Therefore being a multidimensional concept sustainable development entails balancing social, economic and environmental objectives.

While first two dimensions are being often addressed by developing countries, environmental component is often left with little attention. One of the obstacles is that the consumption of natural capital may have no observable impact until a certain threshold is reached. A river can, for example, absorb nutrients for a long time while actually increasing its productivity. However, once a certain level of algae is reached lack of oxygen causes the river’s ecosystem to break down all of a sudden.
Even though Azerbaijan recognized the importance of environmental dimension in its’ countrywide development initiatives, little work has been done to preserve the environment, especially in the regions, and nowadays many environmental problems in Azerbaijan prevail. Among them stands the issue of waste management.
Ongoing projects in Azerbaijan

Currently level of nonfood solid domestic waste (SDW) growth in Azerbaijan constitutes 5% per year. According to the forecast for Baku, amount of SDW may increase 2.2 times in the next 15 years
. 
Government of Azerbaijan recognized this problem and requested assistance from the World Bank in financing activities under Integrated Solid Waste Management Project. This Project will help the country towards achieving the Environmental State Program goals one of which is improvement of solid waste management.

The Project aims at improving the solid waste management system for the overall Absheron Peninsula, providing solid waste collection, processing and disposal services in districts surrounding Baku, and enhancing management of existing open dumps; reducing public health risks and environmental damage caused by inappropriate handling of solid waste in the project area; and enhancing public awareness about the importance of proper waste disposal and management. 

Several projects on solid waste management are being implemented in other major towns of Azerbaijan by local NGOs. “Hayat”  - a national NGO in Azerbaijan, supported by Practical Action consulting on a project funded by ENVIRON Foundation and DEFRA (PECE) to promote and undertake Sustainable Waste Management activities in Azerbaijan conducted a baseline study in Yevlakh and Tovuz towns on waste management and proposed further projects to improve existing solid waste management practices in these towns.

But while the concern is being raised in urban areas, rural areas are left to self administration and almost no attention is given to solid waste management problems in these remote areas of the country. 

Research Methodology
At the initial stage desk review was conducted to assess existing legislation and literature on the topic. 
Qualitative methods included field observations and focus groups discussions with local population. Key informants interviews were conducted with community leaders, decision makers at local municipalities, and mountaineers and tourists who visit the region.

Quantitative research comprised the survey that was conducted among local population to reveal the level of environmental awareness and attitude of local population towards the problem.

Same questionnaire (annex 1) was used in all selected villages to allow comparison of results.

Field trips for surveying and field observations were made to highland villages of Qusar, Shamakhi, Quba and Ismayilli regions.
The most highland and remote villages from abovementioned regions were selected for surveying.
1. Qusar region:

Zindam Murugh, Laza, Kuzun

2. Shamakhi region:

QaleyBuqhurt, Sis, Avakhil

3. Ismayilli region:

Sulut

4. Quba region:

Xinaliq

Survey sample included 150 respondents, 15-20 local villagers from each village. Respondents were selected from the sampling frame, formed from the list of voters given by the corresponding regions election committee.
Demographic of the sample was distributed as 72% of the respondents - male, 28% - female. Median age was 42 years for males and 40 years for females.
Focus groups discussions were held in Laza, Xinaliq, Zindan Murugh and Ivanovka villages.

Table 1

	Village name
	N of participants
	Median age
	N of female participants

	Xinaliq
	5
	45
	1

	Zindan Murugh
	7
	40
	2

	Laza
	8
	36
	3

	Ivanovka
	7
	45
	5


Each focus group had a moderator and two observers.
Current Solid Waste Management situation in highland villages of Azerbaijan
Coverage and frequency of waste collection

Collection coverage and frequency stand at the core of waste management process. Best practice of managing solid domestic waste demand separation of SDM at the household level, collection of waste from the temporary waste storage facilities and removing the waste to the final waste storage facility. Separation of waste at the household level is a separate subject further covered in the paper.

Collection services are not provided to population in highland regions. In fact, only capital and few major cities have functioning collection service.
Due to poor water supply and irrigation, every highland settlement is situated on the riverside. Most of the times rivers and cannels become locations for illegal dumps. Local population explains this by the climate conditions, such as very high temperature in summer time, when evaporations from garbage start to reek of, while when thrown into the river garbage smell is neutralized. 

Plastic packaging from products consumed at home is systematically being burned in house stoves. Villagers say it’s a good heating material. However many of the products, like beverages and cigarettes are consumed outside the houses, and bottles and other packaging is usually being left on the “streets”.

Overall dumping is fragmented and waste is congregated at small storage points, number of which depends on the size of the village. Garbage is never removed from villages to the final storage point (100% of respondents answered negatively to the question if the waste is being collected and removed from the villages).

In fact, there are neither legal nor illegal final storage points in the vicinity of villages surveyed.
Main sources producing SDW are local population, and tourists, whom I divided by local tourists and foreign tourists.

Local population collects domestic waste into plastic bags and disposes it to the storage points. 
According to Azerbaijan legislation local self governing bodies (municipalities) are responsible for collection and disposal of waste from the villages. However, all of them lack sufficient financing. The problem is worsened by infrastructure conditions in many highland regions. However, the infrastructure is definitely not the only reason for poor management of non-decomposable waste. During filed observations we noticed many dumpsites along rivers within or in the vicinity of the lower land villages, located not far from the main road, and reachable by means of transportation.

Recycling and utilization
Recycling

As the waste generation has grown, worldwide recycling emerged as profitable and efficient solution. Recycling is now a vital part of developed economies. Recycling in Azerbaijan is only currently starting to develop on a general scale.
Important precondition for recycling is waste classification. It can be done at special places, but the best and most efficient way is classification by primary users, because it avoids damage or brake of materials being recycled (in case of glass) and simply minimizes further efforts.  

None of the surveyed villages carry separate waste collection. Only some percentage of glass is being separately collected for recycling purposes. In the regions covered recycling does not exist in its general form. The only type of recycling in the regions is sale of glass for reuse. In all of the villages, accept for Xinaliq, there is a private service that occasionally comes to the village to collect glass bottles. Villages, who answered that they recycle glass or reuse it comprised 64% of the sample group, with 36% that responded that they throw the glass to the dumpsite or elsewhere. Moreover, not all the glass is accepted for sale, only some standard vodka and beer bottles.
Plastic is not being recycled; it’s either being burned in stoves at home for heating or being thrown to the dumpsite.  According to the survey 69% of villagers incinerate the plastic, 31% throw it either to the dumpsite or elsewhere.
Utilization

Solid Domestic Waste can be utilized by composting - the decomposition of plant remains and other once-living materials to make an earthy, dark, crumbly substance that is excellent for enriching garden soil. Composting is the way to recycle yard and kitchen wastes, and is a critical step in reducing the volume of garbage needlessly sent to landfills for disposal.

Today composting of solid domestic waste is exercised in rural highland villages. 

Environmental awareness of highland population and its’ attitude towards the problem
Environmental awareness

The Law on environmental Awareness of Azerbaijan Republic adopted 3 January 2003 assigns local self governing organizations a right and an obligation to organize environmental awareness activities in their communities. However, very poor work in raising environmental awareness of population is being done. According to the survey results, the level of environmental education and awareness of population in highland villages of Azerbaijan is low. 

The table below presents survey results related to environmental education
Table 2

	Questions
	Variants of answers

	
	Yes
	No

	Did you receive environmental training?
	21%
	79%

	Do you know what is global warming?
	28%
	72%

	Do you know the outcomes of incinerating plastic?
	24%
	76%


Not surprisingly, people that received environmental training are better aware about global warming, ozone holes and outcomes of incinerating plastic. Table below shows cross section analysis of the level of environmental education in respect to environmental trainings received.
Table 3

	
	Population received environmental training
	Population that did not receive environmental training

	Percent of the population aware about global warming
	75%
	13%

	Percent of the population aware about the outcomes of incinerating plastic
	66%
	13%


Male population is more environmentally educated based on the statistics we received (table 4). Higher level of environmental education of male participants is associated with higher general level of education of male population in rural villages.
Table 4

Level of environmental awareness by gender

	
	Percentage of male population surveyed
	Percentage of female population surveyed

	Population aware about global warming
	31%
	13%

	Population aware about the outcomes of incinerating plastic
	29%
	19%


Before conducting the survey I hypothesized that local population is not aware about decomposition terms of different packaging, and that villagers regard and treat accordingly all trash as decomposable, perceiving that nature can digest everything. However, survey results were surprising and distressing at the same time. Surprising they were in the sense that many villagers were aware that it takes very long time for plastic and glass to decompose. The majority of respondents (86%) answered that it takes more than 1 mln years for glass to decompose, and 51% answered that it takes more than 1 mln years for plastic bottle to decompose. Other perceived terms of decomposition of packaging are provided in the chart below (Chart 1)
Chart 1
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Results were distressing in the sense that having an understanding of how long it takes for the packaging to decompose, villagers dispose of trash to the streets of the village and into the rivers, thus behaving irresponsibly towards their own  environment and careless to the population living in the regions below. The ordinary answer by locals to the question where do you dispose the garbage was: “Thanks we have the river in the village, it washes the garbage away”.
Understanding the attitude of local population in respect to waste management can explain much of their environmental behavior. And attitude, in turn, is a product of many factors, with environmental education and awareness standing at the core of the concept.
Survey results definitely point that the problem of improper waste disposal by local people is very much a product of their environmental awareness. Villagers posses some knowledge on decomposing terms of packaging, that they have gained by their own observations. However, population has low awareness about the outcomes of improper garbage disposal and water contamination. Furthermore, while there may be awareness there is little understanding or appreciation of the potential for harm.
Environmental awareness plays important role in successful implementation of waste management practices. Waste minimization techniques, like composting and recycling were mentioned previously in the paper. Both of them demand waste classification on the household level, and only social responsibility, understanding the outcomes of improper garbage disposal, and the importance of waste utilization and waste management by each individual, will pursue him/her to classify and properly dispose the waste.

Attitude of local population towards the problem

 “Thanks we have the river in the village, it washes the garbage away” mentioned many villagers in conversations. And indeed during field observations we noticed that usually community dumps are located on rivers or open water pipes. We tried to understand such behavior by finding out what are their values and attitude towards environment.
We examined the attitude of local population towards the problem of SDW, to find out whether this problem is recognized and whether any attempts have been made to resolve it.
We asked local population the question “who is the main source of dumping at your community?”. Distribution of answers in shown in the chart 2, with 79% of respondents answered that it is local population, 14% said that local tourists are the main source, 3.5 % pointed that the main source is foreign tourists, and 3.51% answered that municipality is the reason, because it doesn’t assume any measures towards improving the situation.
Chart 2

Distribution of answers to the question “who is the main source of dumping in your community” (in percentage to the number interrogated)
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Survey revealed that foreign tourists usually leave the waste neither in villages nor at bivouacs, but take it away with them. Almost all foreign tourists come from developed countries, where waste management is practiced on a general scale.

Unlike foreign tourists from developed countries, local tourists don’t possess the culture of waste management, and therefore, places visited by local tourists are being heavily dumped.

	Box 1

Laza village.

Surrounded by mountains, Laza village is situated in Qusar region. It it the most highland village in the region, the gateway to the Central Caucasus. In summer this place is being visited by many tourists from Qusar town and its neighborhood, as well as from other parts of Azerbaijan. The number of tourists increased after the new road was build to this place few years ago. Every year the amount of trash in the surroundings grows along with the number of tourists visiting this place. They leave all the waste at bivouacs and camps. Additionally there is a newly build resort “Suvar” situated 300 meters away from the village. Currently the resort is unable to manage all the waste produced at its territory, and every year the size of illegal dumps grows in the vicinity. According to the management of “Suvar” resort they have trash tanks on the territory. Garbage is being collected in trash tanks and later buried. But observations proved that much of the garbage is simply being thrown somewhere outside the fence. 

Local population of Laza occasionally cleans up the territory by collecting the waste and burying it.  In fact, Laza was the only village, where dumps were not noticed, most likely because it is very small and therefore it’s easier to implement collective work.


Attitude of local population towards waste management is dependent on the level of their environmental education. In the villages surveyed only 21 % of the population has received some sort of environmental education or training.
Table4
Answer distribution of respondents to the question “Do you think waste is as a problem in your community?”
	Variants of answers
	People, who received environmental training
	People, who didn’t received environmental training

	Yes
	83%
	7%

	No
	17%
	93%


Environmental behavior is shaped by many factors: values and attitudes, infrastructure, existing institutions and norms and education. We accept that attitude of local population is not the only factor influencing environmental behavior, but we think that today in Azerbaijan it is one of the most important ones 
Social capital and solid waste management
An important condition for successful waste management is ability of population to unite to solve common problems, the concept called social capital. Putnam views it as a set of "horizontal associations" between people: social capital consists of social networks ("networks of civic engagement") and associated norms that have an effect on the productivity of the community. Social capital in this definition is that it facilitates coordination and cooperation for the mutual benefit of the members of the association. (Putnam 1993; Putnam and others 1993) There is much evidence that local associations play a key role in environmental management, especially where common property resources (water, forests) are concerned. We could find a validation to this proposition in Ivanovka village. (Box 2)
	Box 2

Success of Ivanovka village in Solid Waste Management
Ivanovka is a village in Ismayilli region. The majority of population is Russian/malakan. Ivanovka is the only village in Azerbaijan which managed to keep collective farm form of ownership (Kolkhoz), and thus it kept all the property of Kolkhoz. Kolkhoz nowadays is a very powerful institution in the village and even in the surroundings. 
During our visit to Ivanovka we noticed almost no garbage on the streets and in the vicinity of houses. Head of Kolkhoz and head of belediyye shared with us how waste is managed in Ivanovka.

There is a dumpsite outside the village. Every household collects the garbage in their yard. Twice a month a day of garbage collection is being announced, all households dispose collected trash to be carried by truck to the final disposal site. Some villagers dispose the garbage to the dumpsite on their own. Occasionally tractors TRAMBUYUT garbage on the final disposal site. Kolkhoz currently possesses 100 tractors and 86 trucks, and is able to provide them for waste management purposes.  
It is prohibited to burn garbage or trees and leaves thought the year. Only 3 days per year are devoted to allow villagers to incinerate trash and leaves. Head of Kolkhoz said that the village has a slogan:” Clean is not where you clean, but where you don’t litter”.
A system of penalties exists for improper garbage disposal and incineration. Kolkhoz is able to enforce penalties because it can exclude those, who improperly disposed garbage and refuse to pay the penalties from advantages and benefits the Kolkhoz provides to the villagers.
Belediyye of Ivanovka (like municipalities of other rural villages) is financially not able nowadays to provide full range of public services. Kolkhoz and belediyye signed an agreement of mutual cooperation, and nowadays fees for many public services are paid by Kolkhoz. Among them lightning of public buildings (Ivanovka has a 24 hours electricity supply of street lights), waste collection services, and some other public services.
However the problem of recycling and utilization of garbage from final disposal site is still unsolved.


It needs to be pointed out that the existence per se of a group or association does not imply social capital. It is the mechanism underlying the group's ability to enforce group norms that constitutes the social capital in that setting.
Hasanov (Hasanov 2003, 2008) points out that nowadays social capital in communities of Azerbaijan is low and that Azerbaijan society, in its present condition, is weakly structured, amorphous and atomized, where the individual consumer institutions prevail. Today, in Azerbaijan, the most widespread type has become an individual who is actually disconnected from the control of their own environment, with its partially destroyed traditions and norms, and is instead focused on their own aspirations and their own family (Hasanov 2008).
In the communities where this research was conducted, we received similar results. We noticed that nowadays the superiority of individualism prevails in rural highland communities. Each family is trying to keep clean its small peace of land, its garden, regarding it as their own property, taking care of this land. Everything outside their yard is regarded as alien land. We noticed household waste disposal points just outside the yards in many villages. Individualism in turn shapes egoistic attitude and leads to irresponsible environmental behavior.
None of the sampled communities have implemented joint community projects. “If at least 10 people from our village come to the agreement it will be a great achievement” responded a villager from Xinaliq during our focus group discussion.
What do villagers think is the solution to the problem? The answers differed by village. In Xinaliq villagers proposed to dig bid pit to bury the garbage, but they don’t have the machinery for that. In other villages population said that community has to solve the situation by it’s effort. Others claimed that it’s the job of municipality.

The result, so far, is still over dumped rivers and communities in general, and the problem of solid waste management persists..
Institutional problems and constraints:
Generally, due to the remote locations, low population level and poor infrastructure conditions in highland villages, the cost of waste collection there is higher than in regional centers and other less remote towns. Moreover municipalities of highland areas of Azerbaijan nowadays have much less ability to generate financial resources than municipalities of lower regions due to lower population income levels.
While by legislation municipalities are assigned to implement SDW management activities, they do not success in that for many reasons, with dominating listed below:

1. Municipalities of highland villages are unable to raise sufficient financial resources to cover waste management costs

2. Municipalities are very small and located in remote distance from each other, therefore each is unable to experience economies of scale in SDW management

3. Communities have other problems which they think are priorities nowadays, such as water and electricity supply.

4. Communities don`t have necessary machinery to implement SDW management initiatives.
Conclusion and recommendations:
As I pointed out in introduction to this paper environmental problems might not be visible up to some point, but when this threshold is reached the effect might be irreversible. Therefore environmental protection, and solid waste management as it’s component is an urgent concern and calls for actions today. 
A number of financial obstacles listed above cannot be solved by communities independently. Therefore I think that at initial stage the best solution for SDW management in highland villages of Azerbaijan would be to adopt co-financing schemes between municipalities and state executive authorities. S DW management, in particular collection and disposal should at initial stage be partially subsidized from the state budget for the reasons listed in “Problems” section. To experience economies of scale several municipalities should come together with the joint project for solid waste collection and disposal. 
Contracting private service provider (a company or a group of individuals) will create demand for such service and open new work places.
Moreover Local office of executive power sould act as a supervisory and monitoring body, because every region has one representitative of executive power and thus can bring together several municipalities to come up with the common solution. Implementing this scheme would lead to the :

· improvement in overall environmental situation within municipalities (villages) and other related regions

· Creation of demand for waste management services, and develop market for such services

· Improvement of communication between municipalities and raising their experience in implementing joint projects
· Experience and ability of municipalities to self manage waste collection and disposal by the time when municipalities are able to raise sufficient financial resources.
At the same time legal dumpsites have to be established in these regions.
Definitely SDW management initiatives can not simply aim at collection and disposal, but rather they should aim at complex approach. Environmental awareness and education of local population, being an important component with slower but long lasting effect, has to be raised. The Law on Environmental awareness of AR assigns state executive authorities to organize the system of environmental awareness and education, and assigns local self-governing organizations rights and obligations to organize educational activities on environmental issues. However, today both municipalities and local offices of executive power of AR lack human resources (trainers) to hold trainings on environmental issues. We should realize that raising environmental awareness is not an easy task, and can’t be accomplished overnight. It involves changing people opinion, and attitude, and therefore has to be done systematically. Therefore local NGOs have to be called upon. Most of the time they are active in regional centers, but rarely reach highland villages.
Very important aspect in environmental education and awareness is educating young generation and women, because they are often the ones to look after their younger sisters and brothers and thus have great influence on shaping the attitude and behaviour of growing population. At the same time youngest generation is more likely to faster adopt new views, and hence change its’ behaviour. It will eventually act as agents of change in environmental behaviour of the community.
We should remember that we must start towards achieving clean and healthy environment today, because tomorrow might be late.
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Annex 1

Legislative framework on environmental protection of Azerbaijan Republic
Several legislative acts touching upon different aspects of domestic waste regulation have been adopted.

· Law on ambient air protection. Chapter 3. Article 16. Chapter 4. Article 28.

· Law on environmental protection. Chapter 7. Article 47.

· Law on industrial and domestic waste. Article 4, 11, 12, 13, 18, 24.

· Law on fundamentals of town-planning. Chapter 1. Article 1, 3, 4. Chapter 2. Article 12.

· Law on ecologic education and awareness

The following national programs and action plans have also been approved:

● National program on ecologically stable socio-economic development. Paragraph 4, 6.

Clause 32, 33, 34.

● Package plan of activities for improvement of environmental conditions in the Republic of

Azerbaijan. Clause 4.5, 4.11, 7.1, 7.6, 7.10, 7.11.

Number of amendments on toxic waste to the law have been adopted in 2007.

Annex2 

Institutional framework

Bodies of exectuive power:

Law on industrial and domestic waste assigns state executive power to ensure the management of waste by local self-governing organizations.
 (However, the law doesn’t clarify which body is responsible to ensure solid waste management by self-governing organizations)

· Cabinet of Ministers – Sets normatives on the affordable affect of waste on environment and human health
· Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources - responsible for development of national policy and strategy on environmental protection. 

· National Committee of Azerbaijan Republic on Ecology Exploitation of Natural Resources – responsible for state control on waste
, and along with courts responsible for resolving disputes on waste issues
· Sanitary-epidemiologic services of Ministry of Healthcare

· Ministry of Emergency Situations

· Ministry of Economic Development

· Ministry of Healthcare

Regional Offices of Executive Power ( Yerli Icra Hakimiyyeti)

“Statute of AR on the local Offices of Executive Power” defines their roles in waste management as follows:

· Prepare and approve ecological programs, take part in state ecological programs and activities, organize environmental protection in regions, cities, regional towns.

· Organize campaigns to ensure collection and disposal of domestic waste

Local self-governing organizations:

In the field of waste management municipalities are assigned following rights and obligations:

· Implement programs that are out of the scope of state programs, such as protection of local ecological equilibrium, planting of greenery and improvement of municipal land, garbage collection and recycling, as well as implementing joint programs with neighboring municipalities.

· Execute the authority given to them in the field of waste management

� (Regional Policy Report on the European Neighborhood Policy and Waste Management, Armenia-Azerbaijan-Georgia, 2007) 


� Law on industrial and domestic waste (Article 5)


� Law on industrial and domestic waste (Article 15)


� Statute on the local Offices of Executive Power (Article 28, paragraph 6)


� Statute on the local Offices of Executive Power (Article 32, paragraph 7)


� The law of Azerbaijan “about the status of municipalities ” (Article 6, paragraph 1)


� Law on environmental protection adopted of June 8, 1999(Article 5)
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