Conclusions and comments 

1. We can argue that the issues related with the scope of the medical insurance and its features (diseases under insurance, personality under insurance, collectivity etc.), the segments of insurance services, the framework of financing, the procedures of payments in foreign countries etc. are different according to medical insurance systems of these countries. Therefore, the complete implementation process of these experiences is not possible in Azerbaijan.   
2. According to the study of foreign experiences we can emphasize that the establishment of the medical insurance institute is the main way of harmonization of financing mechanism of health with the principles of the market economy.

3. In general, the compulsory medical insurance is non-market (non-commercial) oriented type of insurance. But it is important to improve the market features of medical insurance in the country. At least because, saving resources and improvement of services are possible due to using the resources very efficiently in this sector. 

4. The main problem of medical insurance in Azerbaijan is that there is a lot of population which is not enlightened with the existence of this kind of service. This is why, the public advertisement of medical insurance in the bases of public finance, and business advertisement of medical insurance in the bases of private finance is very important in order to develop the medical insurance. The reliability of medical insurance can be high among the population due to these measures.  

5. The problems of unemployment and poverty are main obstacles for the development of medical insurance in the country. Therefore, all measures and reforms, which are being held in Azerbaijan in order to reduce poverty and unemployment, could give positive outcomes for medical insurance system. The effectiveness of these reforms and measures has to be in consideration. 

6. Inefficiency of legal framework is one of the obstacles for the development of medical insurance. We think that, the current development of medical insurance could be more sufficient, if all principals in the legislation of medical insurance are kept.

7. The financial burden of medical insurance has to be directed to the public finance, keeping in mind that the financial sustainability of private enterprises is insufficient in Azerbaijan. The differentiations of the types of medical insurance have to be taken into account too. That is, despite the possibility of total financing of compulsory medical insurance by public resources, to use public finance in voluntary medical insurance is not so right. Therefore, to generate perfect conditions for voluntary medical insurance is an effective measure of development of this type of insurance. 

8. It is important to wait for strengthening the corporative management behaviors of private enterprises in order to observe the high development of voluntary medical insurance in the Republic of Azerbaijan.  

9. The weaknesses of staff and physical provision system in medical institutions (enterprises) are the obstacle for medical insurance development too. The crucial role in the solution of these problems belongs to the government. 

10.  The superiority concerning with the property forms in medical insurance has to be given to state enterprises. Most of respondents are supporting this approach as well. In the view of prosperity and sustainability, the domestic private, joint as well as foreign companies can be more effective. 

11.  The development of compulsory medical insurance is very important in order to improve the level of health of population. Most of respondents are supporting this approach too. The following reforms have to be done in order to develop the compulsory medical insurance in most transition countries (particularly in Russia) as well as in Azerbaijan:

-   To start the implementation of compulsory medical insurance;

- To establish joint working group among relevant governmental institutions;

-   To make decisions with respect to deep analysis (such as, analysis of relationships between wage rates and insurance costs) of the financial resources of the government in order to provide relevant finance for compulsory medical insurance;

-   To offset the balance between revenues from compulsory medical insurance and obligations under insurance services provision to patient;

 -  To provide the effective mechanism of using resources by all stakeholders of compulsory medical insurance;

-   To solve all negative features, which have been collected during its activity;

   -   To harmonize the mutual framework of the economical, organizational and legal mechanism of compulsory medical insurance, health and population.

12.     To support public sector as well as private sector with transparency to and to eliminate corruption will lead to general economic development as well as to objective development of medical insurance; 

13.     One of the disadvantages of medical insurance system in the Azerbaijan Republic is not being controlling system in this field. This problem should be taken into account too;  

14.    To attain completeness in the medical insurance services in Azerbaijan is advisable according to some experiences of relevant western countries (particularly Germany). Thus, the benefits from compulsory medical insurance will be higher, if this type of insurance concerns with social disease as well (tuberculoses, diseases such as psychological and vessel etc.);

15.    There is not development concept of medical insurance and long-term program concerning with its realization in Azerbaijan. This is the case of uncertainty about that, what is a role of medical insurance in macro economic development.   

16.    Few numbers of insurance companies in voluntary medical insurance system, and their insufficient activities are staying as problem for development of medical insurance in the country. This problem should be taken into consideration as well; 

17.    It is not possible to have progressive system of insurance concerning with financing the health sector in transition countries such as Azerbaijan. The main cause of this is that the regulation system of health sector is conservative in the country. Therefore, it is important to establish special institutions, which will defend the rights of patients, in order to provide sustainability and rationality of medical insurance system; 

18.    During the market period the effectiveness of using resources in health sector must be taken into consideration. That is, the least cost should be applied in this sector too. The main types of health services should be taken into account in order to use recourses effectively. But the main criterions have to be chosen in order to select key types of health services.       

19.    It is important to find new sources of finance in order to finance not only insurance expenditures of employees, but also insurance costs of unemployed persons. 

20.    It is necessary to make exact obligations/requirements for insurer in the compulsory medical insurance in order to make practicable the least cost approach.    
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